
 



 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES - 2008 4-H BEEF SHOWS 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
 
6pm - 8pm Maine and Vermont cattle may arrive. 
 
8:00 pm States may set up stall areas 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
 
8:00am - 10:00am 4-H members and their animals may arrive between 8:00 am and 10:00 am. Upon 

arrival report to the scales for animal health check in. 4-Hers selling steers must have 
their social security number with them at this time. Steers will be weighed upon arrival 
and this weight will be the official weight (any under 900 lbs. will not be accepted). All 
members must be on the grounds by 10 am. 

 
12noon Deadline for Poster entries - Mallary Arena 1 
 
12noon - 1:30pm First meal, Dinner – 4-H Dining Hall, Moses Building 
 
2:00pm - 5:30pm Orientation with Beef Judging Contest immediately following - Mallary Arena 1 
 
7:00pm 4-H Beef Grooming Contest – Mallary Arena 1 
 
upon completion of  Ice Cream Social 
grooming contest 
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
 
9:00am - 12noon 4-H Beef Type Show – Mallary Arena 1 
 
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
 
12:30pm - 4:30pm 4-H Beef Fitting & Showing - Mallary Arena 1 (Order will be Oldest to Youngest) 
 
 
 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
 
9:00am 4-H Beef Record Judging and Skil-A-Thon - Mallary Area 
 
3:00pm 4-H Beef Awards Ceremony - Mallary Arena 1 
 
4:30pm 4-H Beef Buyer Reception - Mallary Arena 1 
 
6:00pm 4-H Beef Sale - Mallary Arena 1 

All states should provide a basket of state products to be auctioned off at this 
time. The Proceeds from the sale of this basket will benefit the 4-H Beef 
Committee work at Eastern States Exposition. 

 
8:30pm 4-H members and heifers released; Steers released upon presentation of receipted 

sales slips. Please make sure your steer has transportation. 
 
10:00pm ALL OUT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 



 

 
 

ETHICAL SHOW PRACTICES 
1. No animals shall be treated, drenched or otherwise administered to, for any reason unless and until 

the superintendent has been notified prior to such attention being given to an animal.  No withdrawal 
drugs are to be administered to any animals prior to the show. 

2. Each animal should be insured by its owner against accident and death. States are encouraged to 
organize an insurance plan for animals from their state. 

3. The tampering of beef animals, such as filling with foreign substance or falsifying hair arrangements is 
prohibited. 

4. The showing of unethically fitted livestock or livestock of ineligible age for exhibition is prohibited.  
Unethical fitting is deemed to mean any physical or physiological attempt to alter the natural 
conformation, musculature or weight of an animal by use of injection or ingested material not 
conducive to the continued health of the animal or marketability of its carcass. Animals, which in the 
opinion of the judge, show signs of unethical fitting practices will be disqualified. No change in the 
major color pattern of an animal by painting or dying will be allowed. No grooming material that allows 
color to come off from an animal will be allowed at the show.  

5.  As a condition for participation in the show, every exhibitor must agree to submit any animal entered 
by exhibitor to inspection by a veterinarian or official animal health inspector, appointed by the 
management and agrees to have such animal submitted to any tests as may be designated and 
requested by the veterinarian and agrees that the conclusions reached by the veterinarian as to 
whether such animal is unethically fitted or over-age shall be final, without recourse against The Big E. 

6. The showing of any animal administered any quantity of diuretic, unapproved or growth stimulant or 
other unapproved medication, or that has not been properly withdrawn from approved drugs is 
prohibited.  Unapproved is deemed to mean not approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and or the U.S. Department of Agriculture USDA for slaughter animals. As a condition for participation 
in the show every exhibitor must agree to submit any animal entered by exhibitor to inspection by a 
veterinarian appointed by the management and agrees to have such animal submitted to any test as 
may be designated and requested by the veterinarian. The show specifically reserves the right to have 
tissue, blood or urine laboratory analysis made on any animal entered for competition. The 
conclusions reached by the veterinarian, as to whether such animal has been administered a diuretic, 
unapproved growth stimulant or other unapproved medication or has not been properly withdrawn 
from approved drugs shall be final, without recourse against the show.  An exhibitor of an animal 
producing an analysis with a quantity of diuretic, unapproved growth stimulant or any other 
unapproved medication will forfeit all rights and privileges to exhibit livestock in the future at Eastern 
States Exposition. 

 
HERDSPERSON CONTEST 

The Herdsperson Contest will be based on the general care and neatness of the animals, aisles behind the 
animals, Club members' equipment in the barn, as well as orderliness in the dormitory. The attitude and spirit 
of cooperation by the Members will also be given consideration. This contest will be divided into Class A and 
Class B at the discretion of the Superintendent of the 4-H Beef Show. The Chairman of the Contest will 
appoint judges.  The Superintendent of the dormitory will cooperate with the persons in charge of the 4-H 
Beef Show to encourage orderliness and in scoring the members. 



 

4-H BEEF RECORDS 
Each member must complete his/her 4-H Beef record on the form provided or the interactive form available at 
www.thebige.com. The record, appropriately signed, must be turned in at the scale during weigh-in.  The Club Leader, 
Parent/Guardian and your state representative to the 4-H Beef Committee shall check each record and sign it.  A 
committee comprised of members of the 4-H Beef Management Committee will grade the records.  Each exhibitor will 
give individual reasons to a member of the beef committee on his/her feed record.  This scoring will be used toward the 
evaluation of placing in the Record’s contest. When the data has been compiled, printed copies will be sent to each 
member at the time his/her own record is returned.   
 
 

4-H BEEF GROOMING CONTEST 
 
Objective: To promote teamwork among 4-H participants, provide a learning experience, be a demonstration for visitors, 
and promote public relations. 

1. Each state will provide one grooming team, made up of 3 members from their state delegation. If a state does not 
have enough members to make up one team, that state may negotiate with another state to make up a team. No 
member of a first place winning grooming team from a previous year may participate again in this contest. 

2. Each state wishing to enter a team must bring one animal (unclipped and halter-broken) to be used by them for 
the contest. Animal must not have been clipped within 30 days of arrival for the contest.  All contest animals must 
meet animal health regulations. 

3. Before entering the ring the animals must be clean, dry and head clipped. The team is responsible for the care of 
the animal for the day the animal is on the grounds for the contest. Animals will be previewed by the judge prior to 
fitting. The team will have one hour to groom and fit the animal, using any equipment or products they deem 
necessary to groom and fit the animal properly. At the end of the hour, the judge will evaluate the animals and 
score each team on their grooming expertise. 

4. Reference for Equipment: American Angus Association’s Fitting – A Behind the Scenes Look. 
 

RICHARD HAMILTON MEMORIAL GROUP CLASS 
 

 A group class in memory of Richard Hamilton sponsored by his family and friends in cooperation with the 
4-H Beef Management Committee. 

 Cash prizes and ribbons will be presented. 
 The first place winner’s names will be placed on an engraved plaque at The Big E. 

 
RULES for RH Memorial Class 

1. This class will be composed of a group of 3 steers. Entries may be made up to the start of the class. 
2. Entries will be by state with 4-H members having the final responsibility for selection of each group, but 

no 4-H exhibitor owning more than one steer per group.  
3. One group (3 steers) will be permitted for each 9 animals or part there of entered in the Eastern States 

4-H Beef Show by 6 New England States and Dutchess County. There will be no limit on group classes. 
For example: 

3 through 9 steers 1 group 
10 through 18 steers 2 groups 
19 through 27 steers 3 groups 

4. Only 4-H Beef Project members are permitted to show or pose steers during group classes. 
5. PRIZES: Grand Champion Group $90 and Reserve Grand Champion Group $60 

 
 

DON GAYLORD BRED AND OWNED AWARD 
Entries must be turned in at the scale. Any member who has bred the steer/heifer they are exhibiting is eligible. 
Each entry MUST consist of a written (preferably typed) story of not more than 500 words. Judging will be on the 
following criteria: 
 
 
Herd Management 30 points 
Herd Development 30 points 
Participation in 4-H County and State Activities 30 points 
Personal Development 20 points 



 

 
SKIL-A-THON AND HALTER MAKING CONTEST 

The first five placings in each Division will be recognized with an award.  All beef program 
members must participate in this contest.   

 
The Halter Making Contest is part of the Skil-A-Thon. Rope will be supplied to the contestants 
at the time of the contest. 

 
Feed sample kits are available from your state ESE 4-H Beef Committee representative 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOUIS A. MALKUS SWEEPSTAKES AWARD 
 

This award is given to the individual 4-H Beef program participant accumulating the most points during 
the whole program based on the same criteria as the State Sweepstakes Award. 

 
 
 

AUCTION 
 

1. All steers will be charged a 1% commission. 
2. All exhibitors will be required to submit a Social Security number or a Federal Id number at the 

scales. 
3. All sellers will be provided a 1099 form by the Exposition in the mail at a later date.  
4. No animal may be sold or resold during the 4-H Beef Auction as a donation for the benefit of 

any group/individual/organization other then the participants of the New England 4-H Beef 
Program at Eastern States Exposition.  Arrangements for donation buying should be made with 
the Agriculture Manager preceding the Auction. 

5. The proceeds from any steer donated for resale will be deposited in the 4-H Beef Account. 
The 4-H Beef Committee will oversee the utilization of these funds for the betterment and 
continuation of the development of the 4-H Beef Program. 

6. Should the amount paid to the 4-H owner for any steer exceed $7500, 10% of a gross sale 
amount over $7500 will be contributed to the Eastern States Exposition Foundation to establish 
an endowment for a scholarship available to any 4-H Beef Exhibitor. 

7. A bid of $10,000 to the 4-H owner will be considered a maximum bid.  Any amount exceeding 
$10,000 will be contributed to the Eastern States Exposition Foundation to establish an 
endowment for a scholarship for any 4-H Beef Exhibitor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 

EDUCATIONAL STATE DELEGATION EXHIBITS 
 

1. Open to any State 4-H Beef Delegation.  Members must be participating in the 4-H Beef Program 
at Eastern States Exposition. 

 
2. All Exhibits will be displayed on tables that are provided by Eastern States Exposition.  (The tables 

are approximately. 4’ long and 30” deep and hopefully skirted.) 
 

3. States should provide the members names on the exhibit. 
 

4. Exhibits to show some phase of 4-H work or project of an educational nature.  All items must be 
secured to the table or exhibits back.  Ideas include:  The steps in making some project item, a 
message related to the theme of the building an idea or activity to promote 4-H, a “hands-on” 
exhibit so spectators can touch, handle or learn by doing. 

 
5. All States will receive a $25 premium for participation.  Exhibits will be judged and awarded a blue, 

red or white rosette.  Points are awarded for Sweepstakes.  Any state not entering an Educational 
Exhibit will be at a disadvantage. 

 
6. The display by any state should be significantly different each year.  The same major display 

items may not be used from one year to the next. 
 

7. A letter indicating your intent to enter this contest must be included with the dorm registration list.  
Seven tables will be provided, one per state. 

 
8. The exhibits must be set up by 2:00pm the first day of the show and removed before the awards 

ceremony. 
 

9. The exhibit must be maintained throughout the show and will be judged daily. 
 



 

 
 

4-H EXHIBIT SCORECARD 
 
 
STATE ________ ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Exhibit Title or Theme    
 
 
DAY 1 

EDUCATIONAL VALUE AND ORIGINALITY (45) _____________ 
Tells a story to the public 
Presented in an interesting manner 
Has eye appeal 

 
GENERAL EFFECT (20) _____________  

Arrangement 
Neatness and attractiveness 
Scale (relationship to size) 
Color Scheme 
Lighting, Etc 

 
WORKMANSHIP (8) _____________ 

Quality of materials used and workmanship 
 

SIGNS (7) _____________ 
Title of Exhibit (subject of theme) largest 
Name of club and address 
Name of leader(s) and members 
Others as needed 

 
INCLUDES 4-H CLOVER (5) _____________  

 
  

 
           Total (85)                   _____________ 
 
DAY 1 (0 or 5) ___  
 
DAY 2 (0 or 5) ___  
 
DAY 3 (0 or 5) ___  
 
  Total (15) ______                            Total(100)                  _______________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
4-H BEEF MARKETING PROJECT 

Eligibility: Any 4-H'er entering a steer or heifer in the New England 4-H Beef Program at The Big E is eligible 
to enter the Market Project Contest. There will be a division for steer marketing projects and a division for 
heifer marketing projects. 
Entries must be turned in at the scales when your animals are checked in.  Entries will be judged during The 
Big E. The top winner in each division will receive a special award (e.g.: bag or backpack) at the awards 
assembly, and ribbons for the top ten entries in each division will be awarded. 
 
Entries will consist of the following information secured in a binder (a page protector in a 3-ring binder work 
best, but any type binding is acceptable): 
 

1. (5 points) Photo of 4-H Member with their steer or heifer at the beginning of the project (any time 
before May 1 of the current year) 

 
2. (30 points) Summary story. Typed or written story of how you marketed your steer or heifer. 
3. (40 points) Documentation of marketing approaches may include any or all of the following: 

a. List of telephone contacts made (name & telephone number). 
b. Copies of correspondence sent to potential buyers.  
c. Copies of correspondence received from potential buyers. (For example: a commitment to 

come to the Steer Auction at The Big E or a confirmation to view your heifer)  
d. List of people, places or media that sale brochures or advertising were handed out at or 

placed in. (For example: name & address of potential buyers visited, fairs or functions 
attended, copies of newspapers/flyers/websites used for advertising) 

e. Other novel or unique approaches to marketing your steer or heifer. 
 

4. (10 points)  Expenses incurred to complete project. (Example: Long distance phone calls, printing, 
postage, advertising. 

 
5. (10 points) What did you learn while doing this project? 

 
6. (5 points) Photo of 4-H Member with their steer or heifer at the end of the project year. (September of 

the current year) 
 
Total possible score: 100 points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may answer each question individually or within a complete story. There is no minimum or maximum 
number of pages. 



 

THE NEW ENGLAND 4-H BEEF POSTER, AD OR LOGO CONTEST 
 

1. PURPOSE: To promote information and/or interest in the beef project. To involve members too 
young to come to The Big E with their animals. 

 
2. SUBJECT: May display any aspect of the beef project.  USE YOUR IMAGINATION!! 

 
3. ELIGIBILITY: Anyone enrolled in a 4-H beef project. May be an individual or club effort. 4-H 

Members need not have animals in the New England 4-H Show. Remember - - younger 4-H 
members are also eligible. NOVICE: 7 – 11, JUNIOR 12 – 13; INTERMEDIATE 14 - 15, SENIORS: 
16 – 19 years of age. 

 
4. REGISTRATION: Posters, ads and logos must be brought to Mallary Arena on the first day of the 4-

H Beef program before noon. This information MUST be on the back of the poster, logo or ad in the 
upper left hand corner: member’s name, age, full address, club name and title for the poster. 

 
5. a. POSTER REQUIREMENTS:  Must be on standard poster board 14" x 22". May be horizontal or 

vertical NOT 3-dimensional. May NOT incorporate copyrighted material re: “Peanuts”, “Garfield”, 
etc. Use materials of your choice such as: crayons, markers, paints, photographs, chalk, paste, 
construction paper, string, etc. Keep your message brief and direct. Remember: a person should be 
able to read it at a glance.  

 
5b. Logo Contest: 
Requirements: Develop a logo on 8 1/2” 
by 11” paper which promotes your cattle 
or farm. 

5c. Ad Layout Contest: 
Requirements: Develop a full-size ad 
promoting your cattle using one to five 
photos. Finished ad should be 8 1/2” x 
11” with 1/2” margins. Logo may be 
duplicated and incorporated. Ad does not 
have to be camera-ready, but should be 
drawn to proportion as nearly as 
possible. Include address and phone 
number. 
 

 
6. JUDGING: Will be done at the discretion of the Beef Poster Committee Chairman. Posters will be on 

display throughout the entire 4-H Beef Program. Posters will be taken down after the auction by the 
committee. If you want to keep your poster, it is your responsibility to have it picked up after 6pm. 

 
7. AWARDS: Will be made on Monday afternoon at the awards assembly. Your award will be mailed to 

you if you are not at the assembly. Ribbons will be awarded using the Danish system for all posters. 
Blue 100-90           Red 89-80           White 79-70 

 
8. The top three (3) scores in the Novice, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior Division will receive the 

following cash awards:    1st: $15       2nd: $10       3rd: $5 



 

POSTER, AD AND LOGO CONTEST SCORE SHEET 
 
POSTER TITLE______________________________________________________________________ 
        
POSTER NUMBER ___________________________  AGE _________________________________  
 

1. Information given and idea expressed (50) 
 

a. Theme 25 
b. Simplicity 10 
c. Originality 15 

 
 

2. Art, Design, Lettering     (45) 
a. Pleasing composition, attractive 10 
b. Dynamic, eye-catching, original 15 
c. Neat, easily read lettering 10 
d. Use of color 10 

  
 

3. Construction  (5) 
a. Materials; texture, shape, required size 5 

          
         TOTAL           ___________ 
 
 
Judges Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

4-H BEEF POSTER, AD AND LOGO REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Please send registration form before August 31 to:  Agriculture & Education 

Eastern States Exposition 
1305 Memorial Avenue 
West Springfield MA 01089 

 
4-H MEMBER’S NAME ____________________________________________ AGE ______________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY _____________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP _______________________ 
 
CLUB______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUB LEADER _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY:   Logo   Poster    Ad 
 
TITLE OF POSTER __________________________________________________________________ 



 

4-H STEER CARCASS CONTEST 
 
 
Rules and Regulations 
 

1. The members automatically enter all steers in the carcass contest when they complete their entry 
form. 

 
2. To maintain eligibility for this class, both age and weight must be included on the entry form. In 

addition, the steer must have a 900 lb. minimum weight at weigh-in time at Eastern States 
Exposition. Also, the steer must gain at least 2.0 lb./day for the feeding period as indicated in 
your beef feeding record report. 

 
3. All steers will be sold through the live auction and the new owner must give his or her permission 

for the steer to remain in the carcass class. The new owner may be the exhibitor or their family 
as part of the consignment sale or a different individual in a straight sale. A space for 
authorization by the steer purchaser for the steer to remain in the carcass contest will be 
provided on the sales slip to be checked or not at the time the buyer signs the purchase slip. 

 
4. All steers in the carcass contest will be evaluated at those slaughter facilities that agree to 

participate in the carcass evaluation program. Steers slaughtered within 10 days after the 4-H 
beef auction will be eligible for the carcass competition, provided carcass is under 900lb. 
maximum (hot carcass weight). 

 
5. The following data will be collected: Live weight, warm carcass weight (Maximum 900 lbs.), 

conformation, maturity score, marbling, fat thickness, rib-eye area, and percent internal fat. 
 
6. All carcass data will be forwarded to a central location where yield and quality grades will be 

determined. Carcasses will be ranked by an index which combines quality and cutability. Final 
placings and awards will be based on this index. 

 
7. All carcasses must grade low choice or better and have a yield grade of 2.9 or less to be eligible 

for a premium. All carcasses meeting these criteria will be ranked. Conformation and yield grade 
figures will be available for all steers entered in the class. Final carcass placings and awards will 
be based on a combination of carcass cutability and quality (by carcass index.) 

 
8. Minimum Carcass premiums for the top ten carcasses will be 1st place $100, 2nd place $50, 3rd 

place $40, 4th place $20, 5th place $15, 6th place $10, 7th place $10, 8th place $10, 9th place 
$10, 10th place $10. TOTAL $275 



 

4-H BEEF HERDSPERSON CONTEST 
 

Score:5 = High or Excellent 1 = Low or Poor 
 
 

 
 

 
 CT 

 
 ME 

 
 MA 

 
 NH 

 
 NY 

 
 RI 

 
 VT 

 
4-H member: attendance at 
state exhibit, cooperation 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
4-H member: conduct and 
appearance 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Animal: Clean, fed, bedded, 
watered and tied 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Exhibit: tools, feeding 
equipment, neat & clean 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Exhibit: Overall impression 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Clean and mark tie- outs and 
chutes with tags 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Cooperation in the 4-H 
dormitory and dining hall 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Date and Time 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Inspector and State 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

SWEEPSTAKES AWARD 
 

States will compete for a 4-H Beef Sweepstakes Award. This award will be presented to the state receiving the most 
points from participation in the 4-H Beef Show Contests listed below. 
 
I. PLACE AWARDS 

1st Place – 6 points 
2nd Place – 5 points 
3rd Place – 4 Points 
4th Place – 3 Points 
5th Place – 2 Points 
6th Place – 1 Point 

 
A. HERDSPERSON CONTEST: Placings will be determined as usual and points 

awarded to each state 
     Maximum Points .................... 6 

 
B. BEEF JUDGING CONTEST: Best individual score from each state will be placed 1 through 6 and 

receive points for their placing.   Maximum Points .................... 6 
     Team Points ............................ 6 

 
C. SKILL-A-THON: The best individual score from each state will be placed 1 through 6 and receive 

points for their placing in all divisions. 
   Maximum Points .................... 18 
 

D. GROOMING:   Maximum Points .................... 6 
II. POINTS AWARD 
 

A. RECORDS: Each state with one or more winners in the records contest will receive  
    Maximum Points .................... 6 
 
B. EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT: Each state competing with an educational exhibit will receive 6 points for a 

blue, 4 points for a red, 2 points for a white ribbon. Maximum Points .................... 6 
 

C. SHOWMANSHIP Each state will fall into one of these categories: 
6 points         1 or more 1st place class winners(call backs) 3 points 1 or more 4th place class winners 
5 points         1 or more 2nd place class winners 2 points 1 or more 5th place class winners 
4 points         1 or more 3rd place class winners 1 points 1 or more 6th place class winners 
     Maximum Points .................... 6 
      TOTAL POINTS ................ 54 
 

STATE POINTS STATE POINTS 
______  ______  _____  ______  

______  ______  _____  ______  

______  ______  _____  ______  

TIEBREAKER IS HERDSPERSON CONTEST 
 
A rotating trophy, which will be engraved annually for the winning state, will be on display during the 4-H Beef Show 
and will stay with that state for each year following the show. 
 




